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‘NO. 19.] SATURDAY, MA AY 10, 1817. Vors 
MY COUSIN KATE. an heiress. [ had 2’ ways been accus- 


MY father was a man of consider- 
able property ; and being an only son, 
Iwas reared with the utmost care and 
indulgence. I was sent to school ata very 
early age; and having made die pro- 
gress, completed my education at Cam- 
bridge. As my father was possessed 
of sufficient fortune to leave me inde- 
pendent, I did not devote myself to any 
particular profession, but cultivated the 
Belles Lettres with assiduity ; and par- 
took freely of all the college recrea- 
tions. Among my companions, I had 
the character of a pleasant, sociable fel- 
low, but somewhat starched in morali- 
ty; for though I entered with avidity 
into any harmless frolic, f most .rave- 
ly reprobated any undertaking which, 
in the slightest depree, offended against 
the laws of justice, or decorum; and 
as LT was rather tenacious of my own} 
opinions, they found it impossible to 
lead me from my determination in this 
respect. My education being complet- 
ed, I returned to the bosom of my fa- 
mily ; which consisted of my father and 
mother, one little sister, and an orphan 


tomed to treat her with the ‘amiliarity 
of asister; and was noot « Vitle sarpris- 
ed, when [ peaeue’’ from colege, to 
perceive a distant coolness in her mane 


i tlought, ei- 
or chat she 


ner, which indicate, a’. 
ther that [had offenced her 


considered me unworth y of ber esteem... 
Unconscious how FT has! of ended, P felt 
piqued in turn ; which, n4y inet ier per 


ceiving, questioned me or ts ubject. 
I frankly explained my thoug ‘is to her’ 
at W hich she appeareo hortiy ‘elighy 
ed.-—** And so you é 
poor pet?” said she, tapping me € 
shoulder. ‘* Why this 1s exactiv 
should be.” ‘This was a ne 

to me; and Llooked 

I am certain. Per 

not comprehend 

“ Why, my dear, 5 , 

ton to think your lis, 
you; Tam happy to you, it ie 
quite the reverse: .. nas cver been your 
father’s wish te see vov united ¢ he has 
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girl, of whom [ shall have occasion to 





make frequent mention as my Cousin jj thus t 


Kate. Be it however understood. thu! 
though an orphan, she was amply pro 
vided for; my father was he: 

and her fortune, on coming of 


sounded hei : “nds the 
such as he could wish: aer knowledge 
that you are : ( to aopear in the cna- 
racter o1 a declared lover, has made her 
idk ari ves ived.”? © She m*& 


AV@ spare cat self any apprehens AS 
# that natare,’ said 4, somewhat sar- 
; * LT have ao intention of pay- 


i ing court to her, Jam sure 3 I should 


ao 


to be twenty thousand poun:; a ‘| 4s SOON think of marry ing my grand- 


though by the manner in which s. 2 was 


domesticated in my father’s house, nad 
one would have suspected that she was 


caationt as Cousin Kate.” “Why, the 
, boy is mad, I believe,” cried my mo- 
| cher impatiently, © wi hat objection can 
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74 THE PARLOUR COMPANION. 


« A thousan 
pray, Sir; LL 
enumerate the | 

awkward ; 


you possibly have 

‘“ Name a few of them 
will not fatigue you to 
whole.” ‘“ She is ugly; 


uninformed ; ill tempered : and & per- 
fect dowdy.” “™ Astonishing! cried | 
my mother; “© never heard a word | 


of this before 


7 


you always appeared 
And sol, 


; but 


extri tial to her.”” * 
was asa plivfellow and a relation 
when you t< ilk to me of her as a wife, 
{instantly recollect all her deficiencies 

ad imperfections.” ‘ hak are you 
2? & Perfectly 
The standard of 


mely pa 


‘10US in this assertion 
o, £ can assure y OU. 
excellence that } ook for in a wife, will 
never be applied to my Cousin Kate.” 
““ Upon my word, sir, y 


, 
naive 


-eand must ha 
your rits and attractions ; 
let me tell you, that your Cousin 
is worth any mao 
of her fortune. 
Ve untenan ce, you 
modest 'difidence, vou cail ay 
ie 


vu talk highls 


*- 
4 


Owl, me 


cali ugly 3 
vk ward- 
oh 


1€8S 3 b ec2 
watious 


is and occupations to an oste! 
y of accomplishments, you 
amiormed ; and because ales 
vith neatness and ¢ 


simplicity, you 
Gowcy 3 as to her 


a : 
Cai! 


dres- 


temper, i) 
that it 1s as g nile 
. 2 1 


be.” ‘ Weil, my 


’ — a 1 
10t quarrei about | 


same, though you 
: » | , 
d differently ; and, 


aotwiths: your prejudice in her} 


favour, | must make free to teil you, 


that FT egnmot miarry mv jOUSI 3 <= 
rnat a 4 $43 4 EE *y Ty i usin kK te 5 


D: osall not be persecuted on 
* It will vex your father |) 
mus a if you do not.” “ Lam} 
that; but it would vex me 
if I did.” “ Perverse boys i 
your own advantage.” 
actually leit the room 
her eyes. 
continued. J 
wae 
A CHAPTER ON ENEMIES. 
Mankind are continually engaged in | 
4 species of warlare agaiust cach other, | 


y cry 
sorry tor 

sch more, 
you are bl 
And mv 


° 5 | 
Witm tears iD 


} 
ind: (0 


‘ 
a 
mowuie? 


‘ 3 9 Oe 


: 
a very exalted idea of 
| 
Kate | 


n’s notice, independent 
Her pk easing expres- | 


3 chase, To } 
prefers domestic ha- |! 





*!'and each individual is surrounded by 


i enemies, who assume a variety of dis- 
| guises and practice a thousand mancu- 
i vres, which to detect and frustrate re- 
| quires ne contemptible degree of skill. 
\ The first species of these enemies is 
the assumed friend. mae who always 
wears an aspect of friendship to your 
face, but who can serve out either cen- 
! sure or applause 3 who blames always in 
i! publick, but whose praise 1S always to 
s yourself; who never commends but 
i when it can be of no use, nor condemns 
but when he can sting or destroy. This is 
a contemptible enemy, who consuits his 
opportunities to do mischief, and who 
has not the nobleness of nature to en- 
i deavour to be just. 
| ‘The adventitous enemy is only 30 as 
i it happens, and is : friend or enemy ac- 
| 
ti 


ee ee 





cording to what freak ts uppermost in 
his mind. On the Wed inesday h he says 

that you area very good, a very clever, 
honest fellow, “ there are 
in the world ;” and on the 


oY a very 
iF cw better 


~~ 


aturday, that ~~ are an extremely 
mean man, a fool, or a rogue: he fluc- 


rath 
With 


tuates inc ide ‘nts and accidents, 
‘turns like a weathercock, and with 
whatever wind blows, praises or de- 
I fi Imes YOu. 

The enemy to the pocket is of a nu- 
and swarms in every 
clime and country; but abounds most 
in the sunshine of summer. The pock- 
et enemy seldom storms your purse, he 
takes it by approaches ; nor will he ever 
leave you while you can supply him 
with what he wants; but if he finds 
you exhausted, he hates you for the dis- 
ya pountment t, despises you for your in- 
sufficiency, and exposes you to the 
\ ma as an empty broken vessel, not 
| worth the trouble of picking up. Yet 
will stick by you whale you have 
a guined. 

i "The ene my to your time ts as dan- 
| gerous, and more difficult to shake off 
| than the last: he is generally a man 
i who has nothing to do, and who will 
|| not let you do any thing. Senter sits 
i 'down without being invited, and stays 
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without being asked. If you desire his 
company to breakfast, he remains until 
dinner time. Senter has such a regard 


for your health, that he will himself be |! 


your physician, for your amusement, 
that he will not suffer you to pine in 
solitude, but will himself set by you; 
for your success, that he will stay by 
you to see how you prosper. Senter is 
attached to you like the little old man 
to the shoulders of Sinbad the Sailor. 
Your time is always Senter’s, but never 
your own. 

The libeller is an enemy who has 
more wickedness than either of the 
above ; and the truth, even from his 
hps, is a malignant poison, worse than 
that of the famed upas of Java. 


ee 


READINGS AND REFLECTIONS NO. 2. 


Liberal curiosity should always be 
gratified ; but that little, sneaking, spu- 
rious species which would unfold all 
my wishes, tell to a syllable and a far- 
thing the amount of my learning and 
my estate—-which will not permit a 
stranger to enter my house without 
knowing the intent of his visit, or me 
to pass over the sill of my door unless it 
be minutely informed as to my reasons 
for going abroad; which, in short, 
counts the buttons on my coat, calcu- 
lates the hairs in my wig, and watches 
the gradual decline of my wardrobe, so 
as to be able to tell to a minute the first 

appearance of a rent in my coat, my 
breeches, or my stockings. Such curi- 
osity cannot be enough eal sed, or too 
often disappointed. Industry ‘of this 
kind is worse than inaction, as dosing 
stupidity is better than maddening ge- 
nis. 


sae ne wee 


There is nothing more universally 
prevalent than flattery. Persons who 
discover the flatterer, seldom disap- 
prove of him, because they imagine he 
supposes them considerable enough to 
deserve his applications. It is a tacit 
cort of compliment, that he esteems 
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them to be such persons, 2s it is worth 
his while to flatter. 


« And when I tell him he ha 


tes flattery, 
He says he does, being | 


then most flattered.’ 
i. Tipe ee 


There is, perhaps, nothing which so much dis- 
turbs the tranquillity of social life, as that sneer. 
ing, taunting spumt, which, though the 
sors flatter themselves to be the effect of supe- 
rior quickness and penetration, has ever been 
considered by the wise as the characteristick of 

a light ang superficial mind—as the genuine off. 
spring of iynorance and vanity. Those who best 
know themselves, find imperfections enough at 
home to beget humility and tenderness to the 

failings of others ; and those who have made some 
advances towards the temple of wisdom, find 
inore pleasure in the extension of their prospects, 
than pride in reviewing the small comparative 
progress they have made ; but superficial minds, 
having reached as fur as their feeble vision 
enabled them to see, believe they have atiained 
the summit of excellence, and sit down in confi- 
dence to enjoy all the immunities of ¥ ahity ; its 
pretensions being frequently not only unrew 
able, but unbounded, are sometimes dnp 
this generates a petulent disposition, ** 
ments and vents itself in ebulitions of 
lice and mean detraction, and it 

spend their time in hunting out the 

humours, aukwardness, or peculiari 
neighbours; and hold them up to r. 

delight themselves and “ shallow law 

ers,” with de scriptions incessantly rej}, 

spirit is most frequently possesse dby 

vanity has been mortified, or whose « 
pretensions few are W illing to allow 

whose chimerical notions of tuncied 
experienge has overthrown, or whos 

lence bas been defeated, and rece 
themselves, and it reigns triumphant 

table, when thronged with gossips / 

quarter, and of every kind. The anci 

who too late regrets refusing offers  gooa 
she had a right to expect; the gaudy er ti 
slatternly wife, whe married not from, the mmputs« 
of virtuous affection, but that she might, “with 


posses 


more unpunity, indulge her darling ¢ smopensitic $5 


the pretty insipid miss, whose hea woukd be 
perfectly vacant of ideas, were there oot jh. th. 
world, such things as muslin and lace, and trip 
kets and gewgaws, and dancing masters and 
beaux. The coxcomb, who, having left th 
college or the shop, applies to his tailor a 
shoemaker to shape him into a gentleman, ai 
calls himself a buck, and a man of the work! ; 
these generally compose the mass of “ shallow 
laughing hearers,” whose vague und worthless 
applause give to a sneering spirit, the miuence 
aid eclat it sometimes possesses ; wpen such sul- 
ferages it * plumes itself, und acquires a confi- 
dence, which simple honesty and wnaflectec 
goodness observes with astonishment and fear 
and which stern wisdom cannot easily pu: 
down. F 
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